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PUBLIC SECTOR Experience

Office of Mayor Eric Garcetti, Los Angeles, CA

Director of Infrastructure







      April 2015 – Present

Chief policy liaison to the Department of Water and Power and the five Bureaus of the Department of Public Works, totaling 14,000 employees and combined annual budgets of over $7 billion. Responsible for developing and implementing Mayor Garcetti’s agenda in the areas of integrated water management, energy, and public infrastructure such as streets, sidewalks, and urban forestry. Supervise a staff of four policy analysts and directly report to a Deputy Mayor, Deputy Chief of Staff and Chief of Staff. Coordinate policy initiatives and key project development with Chief of Legislative and External Affairs, Director of Communications, Chief Sustainability Officer. and six Department General Managers. Key initiatives and projects have included:

· Securing a 5-year water and power rate increase to fund a transition of 75% the city’s energy mix to low carbon resources and reduced purchases of imported water by 50%

· Launching a $1.3 billion sidewalk repair program, involving eight different City departments

· Designing integrated complete streets program to repair hundreds of lane miles of failed streets and implement safety improvements to reduce traffic fatalities

· Coordinating between multiple city, regional and state agencies to increase recycled water production towards a goal of eliminating ocean water discharge and increase local water sources

· Managing State of Emergency Declaration and subsequent operations in Owens Valley as a result of historic Eastern Sierra snowfall and runoff in Winter of 2017 

· Developed framework for award-winning “CleanStat” program, which assesses cleanliness of every street in Los Angeles on a quarterly basis and directs resources based on results.
Office of Mayor Eric Garcetti, Los Angeles, CA

Deputy Director, Sustainability Office




           August 2013 – April 2015

Crafted Los Angeles first-ever Sustainability Plan, which lays out long-term goals, and specific policy measures to achieve them, in the areas of environment, economy, and equity. Managed internal staff and outside consultants, ran internal and external stakeholder consultation processes, and forged            cross-departmental collaborations. Grew office from two people to seven people in under two years. In addition to Sustainability Plan development, key initiatives and projects included:

· Drafting and implementing Executive Directive #5, the City’s 2103 emergency drought response and long term water conservation and supply goals 

· Establishing Mayor’s 100,000 housing units in 10 years goal

· Launching annual energy and water use disclosure program for municipal and private sector buildings

· Implementing on-line residential solar permitting system and reducing interconnection times to less than 10 days 

· Expanding residential and commercial PACE financing availability, including for seismic retrofits

Empire State Development Corporation, New York, NY

Planning Fellow








    
   Summer 2001

Responsible for coordinating urban design initiatives and environmental review activities for major public-private projects, including Queens West in Long Island City and Brooklyn Bridge Park.

NON-PROFIT Experience
Global Green USA, Santa Monica, CA

Senior Program Associate, Green Urbanism Program



    July 2003 – July 2013

Responsible for providing neighborhood planning, green building technical assistance, and sustainability and renewable energy program development for public agencies, real estate professionals, design and construction organizations, financial institutions and affordable housing developers. Key projects included:

· US EPA-funded program providing technical assistance to 16 local governments on efforts to transform specific neighborhoods into ones that are more economically prosperous, healthy, and environmentally responsible.
· 98 units of Zero Energy Affordable Housing units under contract from the California Energy Commission. Projects set national precedent for combining Low Income Housing Tax Credits with Solar Business Investment Tax Credits.

· 600-acre specific plan for the Cornfields Arroyo Seco area that straddles the Los Angeles River east of downtown and 14-acre new residential development in the City of Richmond that includes a diversity of housing types for all income levels, the daylighting of a local creek, and an integrated stormwater management system that incorporates a bike path linking the neighborhood to public transit. Both projects certified under the LEED for Neighborhood Development program.

· Program design for using renewable energy, complex financial tools and greenhouse gas emissions credits to fund grassroots community development projects in economically distressed and polluted urban areas. Principles of the program ultimately incorporated into SB 535, which directs California to spend greenhouse gas credit revenue on environmental justice and affordable housing projects near transit.

· Advocate and technical expert for development of California’s solar rebate program for affordable housing and Virtual Net Metering program, which reduced solar installation costs on multifamily properties by 30%.
· Program implementation support to the $19 billion green building and construction program of the Los Angeles Unified School District and post-Katrina K-12 school planning and rebuilding efforts for the Recovery School District in New Orleans.

· Cooperative program with the Local Initiatives Support Corporation, to incorporate environmental technologies into charter school campuses as a means of raising student academic performance and enhancing schools as centers of urban community development. 

Centro de Transporte Sustentable (Embarq), Mexico City, Mexico

Visiting Fellow








 June 2012 – June 2103
Work with non-profit organizations, government agencies, and affordable housing developers on policies supporting transit-oriented development, establishment of local urban growth boundaries, and development of sustainability metrics.
Lincoln Center Constituent Development Project, New York, NY

Project Manager






         June 2002 – January 2003

Managed projects, from planning stages through close-out, of long-term $1.2 billion redevelopment of the Lincoln Center performing arts complex. Major work with 11 constituent groups and multiple consultants includes forging program consensus, budget forecasting, undertaking base-line and scenario studies, and planning community relations strategies. Responsible for public relations in a fast-paced, diverse and competitive news environment. 

American Friends Service Committee-SEDEPAC, Central Mexico

Coordinator, Youth Education Division, Rural Development Program

         
       1987, 1988
Managed youth volunteer construction projects in rural Mexican communities. Prepared communities to receive volunteers and advocated for them in negotiations with local governments over budgeting for local infrastructure projects. Recruited and selected volunteers. Designed and implemented week-long orientation program. Prepared internal evaluations and external publicity on behalf of international donors.

JOURNALISM Experience

The Financial Times, London, England

Southeast Asia Correspondent





                  April 1995-April 2000
Stationed in Bangkok. Wrote news and feature stories on Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam. Designated lead reporter on financial crises, regional trade and diplomacy. Specialized in economic restructuring, urbanization, environmental and natural resource use issues, and cross-border movement of people, goods and capital. Covered release and re-imprisonment of Aung San Suu Kyi, violent ousters of Suharto and Anwar in 1998, and East Timor independence in 1999.

BBC World Service, London, England; Deutsche Welle, Cologne, Germany 

Commentator 









        1996-2000
Analyzed current events in Southeast Asia on live television and radio programs. 
The Financial Times, London, England; The Washington Post, Washington DC

Assistant Mexico Correspondent





            March 1994-March 1995
Stationed in Mexico City. Wrote news and feature stories on Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean. Designated lead reporter on peso devaluation in 1994. Specialized in Mexican politics, US-Mexican trade relations and urban integration and environmental management on the US-Mexican border. Covered US invasion of Haiti and Zapatista Rebellion in 1994.

Teaching Experience

University of California at Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA
Lecturer









 2008 – Present

Teach two-class sequence for urban planning, architecture, public policy and engineering students on urban environmental issues. “Introduction to Sustainable Architecture and Community Planning” is a historic survey of the interaction between people and ecological systems and various design responses to those interactions; “Green Urban Studio” is a design and quantitative analysis studio course centered around planning a net-zero energy, water self-sufficient community designed according to biophilic principles and adaptive to climate change

Universidad Iberoamericano, Mexico City, Mexico
Visiting Instructor








     2010 – 2015
Taught environmental planning module for course on sustainable urbanism aimed at architects, engineers, planners and real estate developers. Module taught entirely in Spanish.
Pomona College, Claremont, CA

Visiting Instructor








     2005 – 2012 

Taught Senior seminar on “Green Urbanism: Nature’s Services and Urban Design” to Environmental Analysis majors. Course addressed urban-focused environmental analysis, systems thinking, and the design of infrastructure, neighborhoods, and buildings per ecological principles.
Economist Intelligence Unit Conferences, Southeast Asia

Lecturer









        1996-2000
Gave presentations on cultural, political and economic trends in Southeast Asia to multi-day retreats for transnational business executives. Facilitated small managerial-level discussion and focus groups.

Education

Columbia University, New York, NY

M.S., Urban Planning, Graduate School of Architecture


                   
            May 2002
Specialized in project management, large-scale urban infrastructure development, and natural hazard mitigation.

Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT

B.A. with High Honors, Social Studies Major with concentration in Latin American Studies.        June 1990
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS AND SKILLS

Member, American Institute of Certified Planners
Accredited Professional, Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED AP ND, BD&C)
Spanish, Fluent (Speaking, Reading, Writing)
BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

Board Member, Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission
XPrize, Future of Housing Advisory Group
Founding Chair, Location and Planning Technical Advisory Group, United States Green Building Council

Member, Green Retrofit Advisory Committee, City of Los Angeles
Member, LEED for Neighborhood Development Core Committee, United States Green Building Council

Member, Technical Committee, Collaborative for High Performance Schools
Vice President and Member of Executive Board, Foreign Correspondents Club of Thailand

Honors and Awards

Leadership Award for Advocacy, United States Green Building Council
Robert Weinberg Award for Academic Excellence in Urban Planning, American Planning Association, New York Metro Chapter

Kinne Post-Graduate Traveling Fellowship, School of Architecture, Columbia University

Grant Recipient, Dana Foundation for International Service

